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3    Jan 3.35 pm 5.30 pm 4  Jan 4.57 pm
rd th

        

Hull Hebrew Congregation

Friday   Shabbat   Shul Service  Shabbat ends
20  Dec 3.23 pm 5.30 pm 21  Dec 4.46 pm

th st
        

10  Jan 3.44 pm 5.30 pm 11  Jan 5.06 pmth th        

Times of Services and Shabbat:- 

17  Jan 3.55 pm 5.30 pm 18  Jan 5.16 pmth th        
24  Jan 4.08 pm 5.30 pm 25  Jan 5.27 pmth th        

27  Dec 3.27 pm 5.30 pm 28 Dec 4.50 pmth th         

31  Jan 4.22 pm 5.30 pm 1  Feb 5.39 pm     st st        
Evening Service:  Monday and Thursday 7pm

In the 2nd century 139 BCE, we witnessed a 
victory of a small, greatly outnumbered and out-
a r m e d  a r m y  o f  J ew s ,  k no w n  as  t he 
“Maccabees,” over the mighty Syrian-Greek 
army, under the rash and impetuous king, 
Antiochus 1V, that occupied the Holy Land. 

The rebellion was in response to the Greek 
attempt to force a Hellenistic G-dless lifestyle, on 
the Jewish inhabitants of Israel.

When the Maccabees liberated the Temple from 
the hands of the pagan invaders, they found only 
a small cruse of pure and undefiled olive oil fit for 
fueling the Menorah. The problem was, it was 
sufficient to light the Menorah only for one day, 
and it would take eight days to produce new pure 
oil. 

Miraculously, the oil burned for eight days and 
nights.

Wishing all our readers Chag Chanukah 
Sameach… a very happy Chanukah!So why is the Menorah so central to the Festival 

of Chanukah? The kindling of a seven-branched 

Menorah (candelabra) was an important 
component of the daily service in the Holy 
Temple. 

The first day of Chanukah is Monday 23rd 
December, 25th Kislev; the first candle is lit the 
previous evening, Sunday 22nd. Chanukah, 
celebrates two miracles:

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 
BECOMES DUE ON THE 1ST JANUARY 2020

    to all our readers.
What does the holiday of Chanukah celebrate?

...Just in case you didn't know….
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HULL JNF

A Birth, a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, a special 
birthday, an Engagement, a Wedding, a 

Wedding anniversary, Educational success 
or a Yahrzeit, YOU can plant a tree / s or 

make a DONATION to the JNF's  
Project:

latest

HULL JNF PROJECT AT YERUCHAM

For that SPECIAL occasion of:

PLEASE NOTE:  the cost of a MATURE 
TREE is £50

JNF UK LOOKS FORWARD TO THE 
COMMUNITY'S CONTINUED SUPPORT 

THROUGHOUT 2020

IN APPRECIATION A Donation has been made 
in the name of Dr. STUART HENDIN, (LL.M, 
LL.D, QC) in appreciation of his thought-
provoking lectures, on board the Oceania cruise 
ship, Sirena.

: 

 

YAHRZEIT: A Donation has been made to the 
Project, in loving memory of my dear parents, 
ROSE and HARRY WESTERMAN (z”l), on the 
occasion of their respective yahrzeit, by their 
son Michael. Always in my thoughts.

westermans@gmail.com                            
01482 644987

JNF LUACH APPEAL 2019 

Should YOU wish to make a donation, or 
plant a mature tree/s, for that special 
occasion in YOUR life / lives, or marking 
Israel's 71st year of Independence etc., 
please contact Michael by email or 
telephone:

HULL JNF ALL thanks  those who responded 
to the Luach appeal as generously as they 

could.

                                                

Does your Blue Box 
need emptying? Ring 

Michael NOW. 

BLUE BOX

DID YOU RESPOND TO THE APPEAL? 

For details of all JNF services whilst 
Michael Westerman is out of town or 
unavailable,

Column prepared by Michael Westerman

Should  wish to set up a Charitable 
Giving Account, please ring Michael NOW.

YOU

By automatically claiming Gift Aid tax on each 
deposit you make and depositing it back into 
your account, we save you the time and hassle 
of claiming with each donation, and leave you 
with 25% more in your account, to donate 
whenever and wherever you choose.

visit                        Tel. 
020 8732 6100

www.jnf.co.uk
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Great Gutter Lane (West), Willerby, East 
Yorkshire, HU10 6DP. Messages may be left 

on 01482 658312.

NE’VE SHALOM, HULL 
REFORM SYNAGOGUE

Service Times: Friday 7pm and 1st Saturday 
monthly 10.30am. For further details please 
contact the Membership Secretary, Joanne 

Kearsley by email at 
joannekearsley@yahoo.co.uk or visit our 

website http://www.hull-reform.com 
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That was Month that wasthe (different)  

“In every walk of life, in every field of endeavour, 
our nation could have had no more generous 
citizens, and no more faithful friends”... not my 
words but those of the Prince of Wales, paying 
tribute to the Jewish community of this country. 
He went on to say, “As always, it is adversity that 
proves the real value of friendship.”Looking forward to lots of Feedback from our 

readers with their suggestions regarding the 
FUTURE of YOUR Watchman! But...I won’t hold 
my breath! Still waiting to hear from 2 volunteers 
to take on representing both Hull and the East 
R id i ng  on  t he  two  s epa ra t e  S AC RE 
Committees!

The two Friday Eve Sabbath services on the 
ship, were well attended with a cross-section of 
passengers from the USA, the UK and South 
Africa. As many of you out there who have 
cruised before will know, the “service” is nothing 
like the Erev Shabbat Service you would be 
familiar with! But it does give everyone a chance 
to participate in the service and is a great way of 
getting to know fellow co-religionists...and also 

where they are from. The Shabbat candles, 
challa, Manischewitz wine and service books 
are all provided by the ship. Always surprised to 
find how many people we meet have some link 
with the Hull Community, either family or friends, 
it really is a small world! No exception this time 
either, meeting fellow travellers from Leeds, 
Leicester and London.

Did you know that the UK Labour Party omitted 
Jews from the campaign-video promoting 
m inor i t y  r igh ts?  December  12 th  was 
“Judgement Day” in the UK. Just hope the right 
man returns to 10 Downing Street!

Just managed to get the Watchman sorted 
before setting off for our cruise through the 
Panama Canal. A big word of thanks to the great 
“team” so essential , for al l  their most 
appreciated help with the preparation of every 
issue. Just hope our readers appreciate their 
efforts in ensuring you receive your copy every 
month!

Amazed to read that the Labour Manifesto 
declared, “immediate recognition of state of 
Palestine” and “the suspension of arms to 
Israel”!

The letters ABC have now taken a new meaning! 
An article in the Telegraph said they stand for 
“Anything But Corbyn!” As stated last time, I was 
saddened on reading the letter from the Reform 
Synagogue, resigning from the Rep.Council. 
ABC here…A Broken Community. 

The Wifi went down on our cruise-ship just after I 
had downloaded the Telegraph, which meant I 
actually found out that I could survive without my 
IPad and IPhone after all! At least it gave me the 
chance to spend time reading and relaxing after 
passing through the Panama Canal. I read a 
fascinating book, “Being Jewish”, by Shimon 
Hurwitz. The book had one purpose… to reach 
out to the millions of Jews who do not know the 
true meaning of being Jewish. The author was a 
Jew of mid-twentieth century American culture.  

Hard to believe that anti - semitic attitudes had 
risen to 48 %... in Poland, of all places!

But on a happy note, here’s wishing all our 
readers Chag Chanukah Sameach and looking 
forward to seeing all of you at the Pryme Street 
Chanukah lunch on Sunday! 

Michael Westerman

Congratulations to everyone concerned in the 
Remembrance weekend. Also, well done to 
everyone who attended MDA’s evening with the 
Savoyards. An excellent presentation and a 
superb meal. Well done the MDA “team!”



Laurette and Eddie 

I might have mentioned before but 15 years after 
leaving the UK we are entitled to vote in a 
general election. Some might say why, as we've 
left the country. I feel, as I'm sure do all of you, 
that this time, every vote really does count. I will 
be watching on Thursday and Friday with hope 
for the right result. 

In the meantime  Eddie and I hope that the lights 
of Chanukah shine on us all and you enjoy your 
latkes and doughnuts and have a wonderful 
time. 

,

HAPPY TIMES

You know it's nearly Chanukah when there are 
doughnuts, chanukias, candles and oil for sale? 
No! It's strawberries. I still can't get used to fresh 
strawberries in December but they are delicious.

In November, Joel completed his 5-day bike 
ride. He and over 300 riders cycled from the 
Golan to the Alyn Children's Hospital in 
Jerusalem. On their arrival at the hospital, they 
were greeted by all the families, clowns and a lot 
of very loud music.  The most moving thing (and 
I certainly got very emotional again) was the 
sight of all the children, some in wheelchairs, 
who presented all the riders with their medals.  
Joel alone raised over $5000, so on behalf of 
him and all the children who will benefit, a big 
thank you to all those who donated.

Also in November we were delighted to attend 
the wedding of Rabbi Gideon and Elisheva 
Schulman. Gideon as some of you may know is 
the son of Linda and Dennis (z"l) Schulman. He 
also spent his university years in Hull. The 
chupah was just outside Jerusalem, near Efrat 
and the backdrop was stunning, overlooking the 
hills of Jerusalem.

We spent Succot, with the family, up in the 
beautiful Golan. Our hotel was a series of cabins 
set in acres of woodland  Lots of activities for 
adults and children meant we were kept busy 
the whole time. For Simchat Torah we were at a 
shul in Tel Aviv. Never have I seen so many 
babies and children. It was so lovely to see them 
all under the Tallit. In fact they needed several 
Tallitim to cover them all.  During the service all 
the Sifrei Torah were taken out into the street 
and a lot of singing and dancing ensued, helped 
along by a whisky or three. I have to admit I was 
quite emotional.

.

Looking outside, listening to the wind and 
hearing the rain bearing down, your committee 
really appreciates the efforts our stalwart group 
make attending the regular monthly afternoon 
tea and chats. 

In November, it was made especially worthwhile 
by the presence of Fran Horwich, from the 
Association which helps Jewish Refugees, who 
gave a fascinating talk, illustrated by slides, 
about its work.

We don't have a regular meeting coming up in 
December because of various “festivals” but we 
do have a fabulous fish and chip lunch at Pryme 
Street Synagogue, organised by our wonderful 
ladies committee, led by Avril Sugarman and her 
co-chairman Anna Grantham. 

Friendly Circle

Michael Westerman 

On behalf of the Editorial Committee I wish 
our readers and  members of the Hull Jewish 
Community a healthy year ahead. 

all 
all

Just because some of you may have not been 
visited, or received no “Get Well Soon” cards, 
does not mean you have been forgotten. You 
certainly have NOT! 

GET WELL SOON! 

We look forward to seeing you all there.

I take this opportunity to wish all those 
members of the Community who are, 
or have recently been in hospital, or 
not feeling too well, in particular 
“minyan man”, David Lang, a “Refuah 
Shlemah.” 

Please get well soon, and we hope you have 
the speediest of speedy recoveries! 

In the New Year, we have a great lineup to 
entertain our friends, starting with a lady who 
has been on “Who wants to be a Millionaire?“, 
who will talk about her experiences. Again there 
will be the usual sumptuous repast and an 
opportunity to meet and chat with all our friends, 
old and new.

H.Flasher

4



5

Rafi Cohen-Almagor on The 
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

The talk was especially helpful in showing how 
the Two State Solution would affect all levels of 
the administration, including the vexed issue of 
the holy sites of Jerusalem, sacred to Muslims, 
Christians and Jews. Rafi stressed that each 
state must recognize the other, split the 
management of Jerusalem, accept shared 
responsibility, and can't choose the capital of the 
other side. A major issue is obviously that of how 
much land the Palestinians should have for their 
own and where it should be, which Rafi 
explained via reference to the Oslo II Accord 
which divided the West Bank into three 
administrative areas, A, B and C. Area C is by far 
the largest area (around 60% of the West Bank). 
Some people in the Israeli government wish to 
annex this area to Israel. As for the Israeli 
disputed settlement blocs, discussions continue 
as to whether they can be annexed within the 
Israeli border, or the Palestinians compensated 
with equivalent territorial gains.  If this ever 
happened, there would be safe passage 
through Gaza and the West Bank without Israeli 
checkpoints. Other disputed issues, such as 
education, language, water supplies, and 
management of refugees and prisoners, were 
outlined in this highly informative presentation. 

Ultimately, Rafi argued that if both sides can 

How good is your understanding of the Israeli-
Palestinian Conflict? Professor Raphael Cohen-
Almagor, of the Politics Department at the 
University of Hull, and founder of the University's 
Middle East Study Group, recently offered an 
illuminating seminar on possible solutions to this 
highly complex political impasse, and two 
members of  editorial committee 
- Valerie Sanders and Gary Edles – attended. 
Although the 'Two State solution' is the one most 
often mooted as the fairest way forward, 
probably few of us fully understand the details of 
how exactly this would work. Rafi systematically 
took his audience through eight possible 
solutions, ranging from 'Maintaining the Status 
Quo' to 'State of All Its Citizens' and even a 
'Three State Solution,' which would involve 
Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza.  

The Watchman

Valerie Sanders and Gary Edles

accept the idea that the conflict is 'about two 
peoples who have justified claims over the same 
small piece of land,' all practical issues can be 
resolved. He stressed that even the most 
positive ideal solution cannot be coerced or 
enforced if it does not have full buy-in from both 
sides. In keeping with this philosophy, and what 
was perhaps most pleasing about this event, 
was the engaged and respectful response of the 
audience. The seminar room was full – mainly of 
students, but also academic staff and members 
of the public. The questions were intelligent and 
searching, but never deliberately provocative or 
disrespectful, and there were no hints of anti-
Semitism. We came away with much to 
reconsider.

GOURMET FOODS – 
IMPORTANT REMINDER

Next Visit: Tuesday January 9th.

Please note the collection day, which may 
vary.

On behalf of ALL our readers, the Editorial 
Committee sincerely thank Les and Angela 
for ALL their most appreciated help!

Please place your order with Gourmet and 
confirm with Les Gold.

Please ring Gourmet with your order to GLYN 
on 01132 682726 email: 
gourmetleeds@gmail.com; Les or 
Angela

, 
 then call 

 on 01482 632437, in order that they 
know for whom they are collecting and where 
they are delivering to. 

Orders will be delivered to each household 
during the afternoon of that day.

On the first TUESDAY of every month Les 
and Angela Gold will collect any orders 

from Gourmet Foods, Leeds.



Impact
CURTAINS   BLINDS

CARPETS   WALLPAPER
FREE MEASURING &

 HOME VISIT SERVICE

Tel (01482) 569990
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Valerie Sanders

Friday February 28th 2020
Deadline for copy is noon, on 
Tuesday February 18th 2020

Tuesday, January 21st 2020.

The next issue will be on  (1289) 

**Deadline for copy is noon on 
Friday January 31st 2020.

Michael Westerman
westermans@gmail.com

or

v.r.sanders@hull.ac.uk

The Next Issue

The following issue will be on (1290) 

Copy should be sent to: 

Letters or articles published in the Watchman 
express the personal opinions of the people over 
whose name they are printed, and are not 
intended to be, the 
opinion of the publishers (the Editorial 
Committee) of the Watchman, even if they are 
written by  of that Committee, unless 
specifically stated.

nor can they profess to be, 

a member

IMPORTANT NOTICE
As we received no volunteers to join the 

Editorial Committee, it has been decided that 
following the February issue, the Watchman 

will be bi-monthly, commencing in April 

***************************************************

Articles submitted for publication should ideally 
not exceed 600 words. However an article in 
excess of this limit may be included at the 
discretion of the editorial committee or agreed 
with the writer to be included as a series of 
inclusions in future editions.

(no issue in March).

Please note that the Deadline date for 
receiving copy is Tuesday, prior to the 

week of publication. 
Please make a note of this in your diary!

Please read this!

Social & Personal 

Up to 30 words £5 (non-subscribers £7.50)

Annual Subscription by  Outside UK £15 post

WATCHMAN CHARGES

Annual Block advert - £50 maximum size 
50cm2 

 31 to 60 words £7.50 (non-subscribers £10) 

61 to 90 words £10 (non-subscribers £12.50) 

For ¼, ½ or a full page,  please contact 
the Hon.Treasurer,  Brenda Flasher.

Full separate page insertion, including 
postage (cost of printing extra) £40.00

Annual Subscription Within UK £10 

Function announcement

 

EVENING (8.00 pm – 7.00 am)

CHEVRA KADISHA

01482 659919/07940901790

HAROLD FLASHER

 PHILIP DANIELS 

HULL HEBREW 
CONGREGATION 

DAYTIME (7.00 am – 8.00 pm)

01482 655537/07766416605
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Koby Isaac Edwards, 11 on December 23rd 

We wish a very Happy Birthday to:

Liat Einat Pearlman 4 on January 20th

Jessica Leah Dysch, 3 on December 20th

Eden Tammy Levine 1 on January 19th

BIRTHDAYS

Joshua Harry Goldman 2 on December 21st

DECEMBER

JANUARY 2020

COMMUNAL DIARY

23 First day Chanukah
29 Light last Candle, 8  evening of  

th

DECEMBER

29 Melaveh Malkah Pryme Street 6pm

JANUARY 2020

22 First evening of Chanukah: 

 at 2pm
21 Watchman Editorial Meeting 

 Pryme Street 2pm

 Chanukah

19 Friendly Circle at HHC, Pryme Street 

FEBRUARY

18 Watchman Editorial Meeting 
19 Friendly Circle at Pryme Street at 2pm

 fish and chip meal at HHC, 

In order to avoid clashes would all organisers of 
communal activit ies please consult the 
communal diary before arranging/advertising 
their event.

Anna 01482 448700 
07802539667 annabash@hotmail.co.uk

can be contacted on or 
or 

COMMUNAL DIARY - REMINDER

The Communal Diary is now held by ANNA 
GRANTHAM, who will make bookings for the 
COMMUNAL DIARY, private and charity 
bookings for the use of HHC COMMUNITY 
HALL, and HEADSTONE CONSECRATIONS 
for Ella Street and Marfleet Cemeteries. Enough already!!!

At the time of the miracle, 8 days were required 
to retrieve new oil for the Menorah.
“The miracle” occurred with = oil, which 
is almost the same word as  = eight.

shemen 
shemonah

So, how many candles are l i t  in your 
Chanukiah? According to this question, the 
answer in Daf Hashavua was 44. Did I hear you 
say, 36? 

We celebrate anukkah for 8 days, lighting 
candles for 8 nights.

Ch

Readers and many of my friends, as well as my 
former students, will be well aware of my 
fascination with numbers.

And remember, a circumcision is held on the 8th 
day of a baby boy's life.  Just one of the Jewish 
practices the Greeks forbade.

And by the way my weight at birth was 8lbs and 
my very first home was at 8 Percy Cottages!

M.Westerman (with thanks to Aish.com)

Chanukah and MY link with 
numbers.

Oh and by the way, some say we are bound to 
gain 8 pounds… eating latkes, sufganiyot, etc., 
over the course of the 8 days.
Oh, and yes, there are (at least) 8 ways of 
spelling the word Chanukah… and  is 
made up of 8 letters!

Chanukah

Well, if we subtract 36 from 44 we do get 8. 
And remember,  when the Maccabees 
rededicated the Temple and came to light the 
Menorah, they found only enough pure oil to 
burn for one night, but miraculously, it lasted for 
8.

Chanukah may have just begun, but I thought 
this may be of interest to one or two of our 
readers!



YAHRZEIT LIST

NOTICE: HULL HEBREW CONGREGATION

Reminder: Yahrzeit for those observing the Jewish calendar date (as printed in this list), the 
correct time to commence, is at sunset of the previous day.

Please contact the Secretary, Dr David Lewis, telephone 01482 650282, if you wish to visit a 
cemetery as your key may not open the lock on the gate.

Yahrzeit List which we publish for the Hull Hebrew Congregation.

Printed by The One Stop. Tel: 01482 420020 www.theonestop.co.uk

2 Mrs.R.Rosenberg               M  

DECEMBER

5 M.Westerman                   F  

13 Ms.R.Janofsky                 F  
12 Dr.L.Hart                      F   
12 Mrs.H.Lanch                   M  

JANUARY 2020

15 Mrs.R.Harman                 M  
15 D.Gordon                       F  

29 E.Sadofsky                    M  

17 Mrs.J.Elissah                  M  

29 Mrs.B.Marks                  S  

10 Mrs.Z.Korklin                  S  

11 Y.Casslasy                      F  

17 Dr.G.Daniels                    F  

24 Ms. H.Boston                  M  

18 C.Segelman                    W  
21 Mrs.B.Marks                   H  

Although we manage to fulfil minyanim on most Mondays, Thursdays, Friday evenings, plus extra 
minyanim for those with yahrzeit, there are occasions when we struggle for numbers. We would be 
extremely grateful if any gentleman who has not been a regular supporter of the minyanim would 
consider supporting any of the above services in order to importantly ensure we continue to have 
regular minyanim. 

HULL HEBREW CONGREGATION NOTICEBOARD

Times of services are regularly on the front page of The Watchman or please contact any member of 
the HHC Management Committee for details, or help.

Page prepared by M.Westerman

PLEASE PLANT TREES, OR MAKE A DONATION TO HULL'S PROJECT
IN MEMORY OF LOVED ONES

Ring Michael



Your	annual	subscription	is	still	£10	and	is	now	due


