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Shavuot  beg ins  a t 
sundown on Thursday 
M a y  2 8 t h  a n d 
concludes at nightfall on 
Saturday, May 30th. No 
work is permitted on 
Shavuot and Yizkor 

should be recited on Saturday, May 30th (not 
sure about this year though, because of Covid-
19!). According to the latest news, places of 
worship may open on July 4th with strict 
restrictions. So unfortunately we will not be 
celebrating together!

In these unparalleled times, wishing all our 
readers, Chag Shavuot Sameach.

Shavuot, the feast of weeks, is celebrated seven 
weeks after the second Passover seder. 
Although Shavuot began as an ancient grain 
harvest festival, the holiday has been identified 
since biblical times, with the 
on Mount Sinai.  To commemorate the giving of 
the Torah at Sinai there is a tradition of staying up 

all night studying Jewish 
texts in what is called a 

giving of the Torah 

tikkun.

The 10 Commandments should be read on 
May 29th. 

In order to mark the agricultural history of 
Shavuot, synagogues are decorated with a floral 
theme. Traditionally, are eaten on 
Shavuot

dairy foods 

At synagogue services on 
Shavuot morning, we read 
the biblical, Book of Ruth. 
Ruth was a non-Jewish woman whose love for 
G-d and Torah led her to convert to Judaism.

Thank you to all who have renewed their subscription of £10.

For direct payment of Social and Personal articles etc. the Watchman's Bank details are:-

2020 SUBSCRIPTION

Lloyds Bank; sort code; 30-94-44. Account no. 01288659 

S  5780HAVUOT
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JNF UK LOOKS FORWARD TO THE 

COMMUNITY'S CONTINUED SUPPORT 

THROUGHOUT 2020

HULL JNF

We hope that all of you are keeping safe 

and well, during these difficult times for all 

of us!

Should YOU wish to make a donation, or 

plant a mature tree/s, for that special 

occasion in YOUR life / lives, please contact 

Michael by email or telephone:

westermans@gmail.com                            

01482 644987

Barclays: Sort code 20-43-47 Acc.no. 
30961809

HULL JNF PROJECT AT YERUCHAM

For that SPECIAL occasion of:

Hull JNF Bank details (for Bank Transfer)

PLEASE NOTE:  the cost of a MATURE 

TREE is £50

BIRTH: Mature trees have been planted to 

celebrate the birth of ARIELLA JOY 

GOLDMAN, by her loving Grandparents, 

Sharon and Ian Dysch and her devoted Uncle 

Marcus, Auntie Amanda and cousins Jessica 

and Abe.

A Birth, a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, a special birthday, 

an Engagement, a Wedding, a Wedding 

anniversary, Educational success or a 

Yahrzeit, YOU can plant a tree / s or make a 

DONATION to the JNF's  Project:latest
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BLUE BOX

Does your Blue Box need 

emptying? Ring Michael 

NOW. 

By automatically claiming Gift Aid tax on each 

deposit you make and depositing it back into 

your account, we save you the time and hassle 

of claiming with each donation, and leave you 

with 25% more in your account, to donate 

whenever and wherever you choose.

visit                        www.jnf.co.uk

For details of all JNF services whilst 

Michael Westerman is out of town or 

unavailable,

Column prepared by Michael Westerman

Should  wish to set up a Charitable 

Giving Account, please ring Michael NOW.

YOU

Tel. 020 8732 6100

 

HAROLD FLASHER
DAYTIME (7.00 am – 8.00 pm)

01482 659919/07940901790

CHEVRA KADISHA

EVENING (8.00 pm – 7.00 am)
 PHILIP DANIELS 

HULL HEBREW 
CONGREGATION 

01482 655537/07766416605
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First, I discovered that the number of billionaires 
in the world has doubled in the past 5 years.  
That's according to a report on CNN, America's 
first 24/7 cable news network.   

Some months are extraordinary, as my 
colleagues have documented.  This month I 
could spend the entire column discussing the 
corona virus.  Instead, I'd rather address some 
smaller and, perhaps, more mundane matters.  

The British system has its own electoral oddities.  
The Prime Minister comes from the party that 
wins the most .   A victory by 10 
votes in any constituency is as good as a victory 
by 10,000 votes.  Each produces one member 
of the Commons.  As in America, the overall 
national popular vote is entirely irrelevant.  In 
elections I have looked at, a Prime Minister's 
party has typically won only about 45 percent of 
the overall national vote.  Seen differently, more 
people vote against the Prime Minister's party 
than vote for it.  In 2017, for example, the 
Conservative Party received 44 percent of the 
overall popular vote and failed to achieve a 
majority in the House of Commons.  Two years 
later, the Conservatives won what is considered 
a large majority of 80 seats in the Commons. But 
their percentage of the overall popular vote only 
increased to 45 percent of the total vote - up just 
1 percent over 2017.   

constituencies

With the American presidential election season 
in full swing – our electoral cycle seems to get 
going almost immediately after the last election 
ends – I got an e-mail question from a friend 
about why President Trump won the 2016 
election when Mrs. Clinton got more votes.  I 
explained that the U.S. electoral system must be 
understood in light of the compromise between 
smaller and larger states following the War of 
Independence. Our Constitution created the 
Electoral College system.  The Constitution 
placed responsibility for choosing a President in 
the hands of electors chosen by the voters in 
each state.  The number of electors assigned to 
each state is based on the total number of 
congressmen and senators each state has in 
Congress. The distribution of congressmen 
among the states, based on population, 
changes after each census. But each state 
always has two senators.  As a result, the total 
number of electors assigned to each state gives 
smaller states a somewhat higher proportion of 
the presidential electoral vote than simple 
population would dictate.  For example, 
California has 12% of the nation's total 
population but only a little over 10% of the total 
Electoral College vote, i.e. 55 Electoral College 
votes.  Wyoming, one of the smallest states, has 
3 electoral votes, representing 0.55% of the total 
Electoral College vote, although it has only 
0.17% of the national population. A winning 
candidate must receive a majority of the 
electoral votes i.e., , 270 of 538.  Mr. Trump did.  
His loss of the overall national popular vote was 

entirely irrelevant. 

Gary Edles

    

On a final matter, across the Pond, New York 
City recently announced that it was removing all 
pay telephone boxes from the streets.  In an era 
when mobile (cell) phones are so common, it 
seems that pay telephone boxes on the street 
are simply a relic of the past. Besides, who 
carries change any more? 

CNN, and its CNN International affiliate, are 
major broadcast players, now available in over 
200 countries world-wide, including Britain via 
Sky satellite.  For about a month, Israel, in 
connection with one of i ts  major tech 
companies, has advertised heavily on CNN 
promoting Israel's contribution to providing high-
tech  hea l th  ca re  p roduc ts ,  i nc lud ing 
sophisticated diagnostic devices, affecting 
women in Africa.   Who knew?  Smart 
promotion.          

That Was The Month That Was



Moving cities is a huge decision. Ian had never 
lived anywhere other than Hull in all his 77 years 
(although he did make the move across the river 
from east to west Hull in 1971). I was 'adopted' 
by the wonderful Jewish community of Hull in 
1973, the year we married. We have both left 
places we loved but more importantly we have 
left people who we miss. Besides coming to 
close family we are lucky to have already had 
many friends living in Manchester among the ex-
pats from Hull. However we have been made 
very welcome by the members of our new shul, 
Bury Hebrew Congregation, in addition to others 
we have met in other venues.

There are so many shuls in north Manchester to 
choose from but not all of them thriving, which 
came as a bit of a surprise to us. There are so 
many kosher food shops in north Manchester, 
wonderful to have on our doorstep after 
travelling out of Hull to do kosher food shopping 
over so many years.

Since we moved we have been blessed with the 
birth of two more grandchildren: Abe Max to 
Marcus and Amanda in London and now Ariella 
Joy to Miriam and Joel in Manchester. 

It is precisely one 
year since Ian and I 
made the move from 
our county of birth, 
W e s t  a n d  E a s t 

Yorkshire, to our new newly adopted home of 
Greater Manchester, Lancashire. It has been 
both a year to remember but also a time we 
could never have imagined.

We do not regret having made the move: we 
know that one day the 'new normal' will begin for 
the whole country when we look forward to 
continuing our 'new normal' living in a new city 

 LIFE IN LANCASHIRE     

We made the decision to move to Manchester, 
not because we particularly wanted to leave Hull 
but because we wanted to live in the same city of 
at least one of our children. In this case our 
daughter Miriam, along with Joel and Joshua.

What we never could have imagined when we 
made our move was that we would find 
ourselves in the position shared by the whole 
country – lockdown. We moved to be near our 
daughter and family but now find ourselves 
unable to spend time in their company. Unable to 
pick up and cuddle two year old Joshie. Unable 
to hold and kiss our new baby granddaughter, 
Ariella, who was born just as lockdown began. 
We look at them through a window or from one 
side of the garden to the other. Unable to travel 
to north London to our other grandchildren. Who 
could have ever imagined the whole country in a 
situation such as this? And for how long?
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How Israel 
prevented an 
even larger 
COVID-19 
disaster

There is another part of the story, however, that 
must be told in order to fully understand not only 
the scope of the virus, but also how the world 
can better prepare for such events in the future. 

Israel’s premier EMS (Emergency Medical 
Service) has been in the headlines quite a bit in 
recent weeks, due to its role in assisting the 
public during the coronavirus pandemic. Indeed, 
Magen David Adom has worked side by side 
with the IDF, the Health Ministry and Israel’s 
healthcare providers to assist Israelis through 
this challenging time. 

As Israel’s numbers of infections continue to 
drop, and COVID-19 numbers in other countries 
continue to rise, it is critical to understand both 
how and why MDA’s tactic to stop the spread of 
the virus has worked. 

Sharon Dysch

MDA’s approach, and structure of more than 
24,000 volunteers who undergo professional 
medical training year-round, enabled Israel to 
save countless lives and prevented the possible 
collapse of hospitals in a mass- casualty, 
contagious-disease pandemic. 

with our dearest family and especially our new 
granddaughter.

MDA continues its mission to protect Israelis and 
keep them safe, and to help all nations of the 
world develop and create better systems to 
prevent disasters like the COVID-19 pandemic. 

VOLUNTEERS AND staff were trained to 
provide accurate information on the Health 
Ministry’s guidelines, When patients needed to 
be tested, MDA medics suited up in protective 
gear and brought the medical tests to the 
patients in quarantine, rather than have the 
patients risk exposing others by going to the 
hospital. 

A.Coupland (Chair Hull MDA)

From the start of the pandemic, MDA has set up 
emergency call centers with hundreds of 
volunteers to help inform the public about what 
they needed to know should they encounter 
someone with coronavirus, or if they had 
recently traveled. MDA’s call centers began by 
answering around 6,000 calls per day, and 
rapidly grew to over 100,000 calls each day. 
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FEEDBACK   

Valerie Sanders

It is only when we  receive feedback we know 
that what we are doing, is  or maybe

DO
 RIGHT , 

WRONG.

Local readers will  know that since the 
Synagogues were forced to close, because of 
the horrific Covid-19 outbreak, I have been 
sending weekly emails featuring my “weekly 
events” whilst in self isolation!

The Editorial Committee of the Watchman 
welcomes positive feedback (and sometimes 
unfortunately, negative feedback!) from our 
readers. Should you perhaps, not have received 
your copy (either by post or email) it is important 
you let us know, ASAP. If you perhaps find your 
name may unfortunately have been omitted, 
perhaps from the Yahrzeit list etc., please notify 
us immediately, so the error can be rectified.

Why not write in and let us have your Lockdown 
Diary, or tell us what you’re most looking forward 
to when things get back to normal. Is it seeing 
your grandchildren, or the shul reopening, or just 
a nice smooth cappuccino with chocolate 
sprinkles? Or would you rather it went on, so you 
can just  hide away with your empty diary and 
listen to the birdsong?

creeping up.

                        

 

 It is always gratifying to receive feedback 
regarding anything anyone of us does, for the 
community.  

Should you want to comment on ANY of the 
articles featured in the Watchman, please let us 
know and we will be pleased to feature your feed 
back.

The Watchman is YOUR Watchman and, we 
welcome articles sent in by YOU, our valued 
readers!

We look forward to hearing from you.

The Editorial Committee 

So what are we all missing most?  What new 
activities have we invented and what’s annoying 
you? I haven’t been crocheting wallpaper or 
making jewellery out of eggshells, but I have 
rediscovered the pleasures of birdsong in the 
garden; the low-tech landline telephone; 
wearing old comfortable clothes because no 
one’s going to see me; having time to watch 
‘Orthodox’ on Netflix, and the entire first series of 
‘Friday Night Dinner’ on Channel 4; painting a 
fence; trying to write a novel; and connecting 
with distant cousins on genealogy websites.

Here’s what I miss: playing Scrabble with my 
mother; going to work (yes! I like seeing my 
colleagues and students); swimming, Pilates 
and the gym; and recreational shopping (as 
opposed to following the arrows round Tesco’s 
when you realize you’ve gone past the cheese 
and can’t get back). Here’s what’s annoying me: 
relentless TV footage of hospitals, or celebrities 
on barges or caravans, exploring India, or 
crossing continents; the looming distorted faces 
and cellar-like audio of Zoom conversations; 
and the straggling Family Out for a Walk, with 2-
3 children on bicycles, and 2-3 dogs on long 
leads, so that you have to step into the middle of 
the road to avoid them. Of course this scenario is 
very different if you’re worried about friends and 
family who are ill, or have been ill yourself, so our 
thoughts are with you. Hull has been relatively 
lucky so far, but Covid-positive numbers are 

How are you coping with 
Lockdown? It began for me 
on 17 March when, like the 
last prisoner in the Bastille, I 
was turfed out of my office, 
unaware the University had 

closed the building, and indeed the entire 
campus. As I snatched books, plants and 
biscuits, I thought of Anne Frank, who is now my 
yardstick for measuring levels of endurance and 
deprivation, and keeping things in perspective. 
Of course there is no real comparison, other 
than that our lives are in danger, not from Nazi 
persecution, but from an invisible pandemic, 
and the only food we can’t get is flour. We are not 
in hiding, only social distancing, and unlike the 
Franks, who didn’t go outside in two years of 
stifling incarceration at the top of an office 
building, we can take our daily hour of 
government-approved exercise. For me, 
though, the Seder went on the ‘too difficult’ pile, 
along with most of Pesach - though my mother 
still made eingemachtes (the beetroot jam that 
everyone made in Leeds, but not in Hull, she 
tells me).

Life in Lockdown
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7. Celebrate your personal character victories 
and you will have much to celebrate. Be resilient 
when you make a mistake. Resilience leads to 
many victories.

10. Appreciate being alive so intensely that all 
the trivial and minor things that don't go the way 
you wish are irrelevant and inconsequential. The 
thought that reverberates in your mind will be, “I 
am joyful that I am alive right now.”

10 IDEAS FOR CREATING A 
HAPPY LIFE        

5. Make meaningful goals. Take action. Be 
patient and persistent. Rejoice every step of the 
way towards those goals.

1. Realize that happiness is a choice. You create 
happiness by thinking thoughts that create 
happiness in your own mind.

M.Westerman (with thanks to Aish.com)

6. Grow from each challenge you face. The 
greater the challenge, the more you grow. 
Appreciate the opportunity.

2. Be grateful for all that you can be grateful for. 
Each and every day you will have things to be 
grateful for.

During these days of self-isloation and 
social distancing, because of the Chinese 
Covid-19 virus, and our Synagogues closed, 
I thought you might like to have a read 
through these.

3. Every happy and joyful moment that you've 
ever experienced is stored in your brain. Your 
brain is always with you. So you can relive your 
happiest and most joyful moments at any given 
time you choose. Choose to do so frequently.
4. The way you personally evaluate any given 
situation and occurrence is the key factor for 
your emotional reaction. Master the ability to 
view situations and occurrences in positive, 
growth-filled ways. Keep asking yourself, “What 
is good about this and how can I grow from this?”

8. See the good in other people and treat them 
kindly. They will usually reciprocate. You will live 
a happier life whether or not they reciprocate.
9. This moment is the only moment that exists. 
Be joyful this moment. Learn from the past. 
Prepare for the future. And live joyfully in the 
present.

PS. No, these are  the 10 commandments, 
but I must admit the forthcoming festival of 
Shavuot, with the reading of the 10 
Commandments, did draw me to these!

not

M.Westerman (With thanks to Aish.com)

The Covid-19 in a way is a plague, and it was a 
plague, during the Omer period, when 
thousands of Rabbi Akiva's students were 
killed, because they did not treat one another 
respectfully. According to tradition, the plague 
ceased on Lag b'Omer! As a result, Lag B'omer 
became a happy day, interrupting the sadness 
of the Omer period for 24 hours.

If we are to learn anything from Lag b'Omer then 
it is A 
message that I leave with everyone I speak to, 
when I visit schools, 6  form colleges and 
various adult organisations, talking about 
Judaism.

that we should respect one another! 

th

This year some 5,000 households tuned in 
online, to JNF's “Song Ha'atzmaut contest” 
celebrating the special day in 5780.

The show, was hosted by Ashley Blaker 
(remember him from his great comedy show, at 
Pryme Street Synagogue?) and judges Robert 
Rinder, our very own Maureen Lipman and 
Rosalyn Miller.

M.Westerman

Lag B'Omer, the 33rd day of the Omer ('Lag' has 
a numerical value of 33 Lamed 30 and Gimal 3), 
which occurred on May 12th this year, marks 
the date of death of one of the greatest Talmudic 
sages, Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai. It is a day of 
great celebration, because tradition says that 
on his deathbed Rabbi Shimon revealed the 
secrets of the Zohar, the primary book of Jewish 
mysticism (kabbalah).

For centuries, Lag B'Omer has been a day of 
pilgrimage to the tomb of Rabbi Shimon in the 
Galilee town of Meiron. In one day, an 
estimated 250,000 Jews visit Meiron – dancing, 
praying, and celebrating the wonderful spiritual 
gifts that Rabbi Shimon bequeathed to us. 
Many people camp out for days beforehand in 
anticipation.

JNF and Yom Ha'atzmaut         

Many in the community will know that for many 
years Hull JNF has sponsored a “l'chaim” to 
Eretz Yisrael on Yom Ha'atzmaut, Israel's 
Independence Day.

The winners were Londoners (all obeying social 
distancing regulations!) Stephen Melzack and 
his daughters (one singing from Tel Aviv!) with 
their song, “This Land.” Hull JNF thanks  
those who have supported our Projects over 
many, many years. Thank you so much!

 ALL

Lag B'Omer
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ZOOM is of course, the word of the moment. 
Before all this, my calendar was full of 
appointments and meetings, social events and 
coffee with friends, as I'm sure was yours. Now it 
just has a time of day, a list of people and Zoom.  
I thought I'd end with a few things that might 
make you smile and think. This was written on 
Yom Hazikaron, by Sarah Tuttle Singer. 

If one good thing has come out of this and I'm 
sure there are many, it's that Israelis have 
become slightly less rude and pushy. Long may 
it continue.Yom Ha'atzmaut was also very quiet 
this year. No fireworks or dancing in the square 
and sadly no ice cream and waffles on the 
promenade afterwards. 

I don't want to harp on about lock down, as 
wherever we are, we're all suffering but 
something very strange happened to me 
recently.  I've probably mentioned before how 
rude (most) Israelis are and how they push and 
shove and have no concept of queuing.  I was in 
the supermarket, standing at the checkout at the 
required distance, behind one other person, 
when along came an assistant and asked me to 
go to an empty checkout. I looked around. Had I 
suddenly been transported to Sainsbury or 
Tesco? No! I was still in Supersol, it was like a 
miracle had happened.

Well Pesach came and went. Not this year the 3 
dozen fish balls, 2 dozen cinnamon balls, a large 
pan of chicken soup and the myriad of other 
delicacies that I usually make. We had to make 
do with a small chicken, a couple of potatoes 
and a carrot or three!

THE MONTH THAT NEVER WAS

We can be jerks, we can be brash, we can be 
rude but we will bring down joy with tambourines 
and timbrels and join hands and dance the Hora 
with strangers. 

LET'S FACE IT - - 

We are cynical. We are optimists. 

ISRAEL IS NOT A NORMAL COUNTRY

We ut each other o ff on the highway but will 
help a total stranger carry her pram onto the bus. 

c f

We cheat on our taxes but give to charity. 

We draw lines but reach across them. 

We don't agree on anything. 

We litter in parks but plant trees. 

We will steal your parking space at the shopping 
mall but will pay for your coffee when you're five 
shekels short. 

And remember this - today and all days. We 
have all grieved over someone killed horrifically 
and violently - a parent or a lover, a friend or a 
neighbour or G-d forbid a child. This place is so 
small, so close, so fraught that even when the 
news broadcaster announces there's been a car 
ramming in Talpiot or a stabbing in Kiryat Arba, 

 

We keep our phones on 24/7, just in case and as 
soon as the news hits that something terrible 
has happened, we are calling and texting  and 
holding our breath waiting for a response. It's 
like this every single time.

But still, we stay out all night and swim in warm 
sea water or argue with our friends on crowded 
street corners. Drink whisky until sunrise and 
dance till our feet hurt, stop for a minute and then 
keep on dancing e chose life with our eyes 
and arms wide open.

. W

Laurette, Eddie and Laya 
Wishing you all good health.

We are full to brimming. We are not a normal 
country. We are in pain at times but joyful still. 
We make mistakes and struggle and defend. But 
we keep on moving on that spiral through 
history, a beautiful and messy work in progress. 
And we are a miracle.

we take it very personally.

These are the people we sat next to on the train 
or on the bus or jostled in the queue for coffee, 
sat shiva at their uncle s funeral or danced at 
their cousin s wedding.

’
’

Please ring Gourmet with your order to GLYN 
on 01132 682726 email: 

gourmetleeds@gmail.com; Les or 
Angela

, 
 then call 

 on 01482 632437, in order that they 
know for whom they are collecting and where 

they are delivering to.
Orders will be delivered to each household 

during the afternoon of that day.

GOURMET FOODS – IMPORTANT 
REMINDER

IMPORTANT: PLEASE NOTE
   Next Visit: Monday 15  June!

th

Please place your order with Gourmet by 
the 5  June and at the 

th
latest by MONDAY 

the 8  Juneth

On behalf of ALL our readers, the Editorial 
Committee sincerely thank Les and Angela 
for ALL their most appreciated help in 
organising this, on behalf of the 
community!

Please note the collection day, which may 
vary.
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Although he was not a Lubavitcher, Reb Yisrael 
followed the directive of the Lubavitcher Rebbe 
and became that friend who studied Chitas for 
my father. This is what he told my brother.

After six weeks, my father showed a marked 
improvement, and the doctors began to 
consider releasing him from the hospital. And 
after another six weeks, they did release him.

following a doctors' conference about your 
father. This letter said that the doctors felt the 
need to operate on him, but there was a chance 
that as a result of their interventions, he could fall 
into a vegetative state.”

Since the Rebbe was the only one who 
responded, Reb Yisrael decided to call him 
directly. After much effort-as in those days long-
distance calls were not so easy-he got through 
to the Rebbe's office and asked the secretary to 
please tell the Rebbe that his advice could not 
be followed because my father was simply too ill 
to study Chitas. "If so," the answer came back, 
"let a family member do it on his behalf.”

The Rebbe wrote that his heart pained him to 
hear about such suffering, but that he felt unable 
to answer the question. However, he wanted to 
put forward a suggestion he had heard from his 
father-in-law, the previous Rebbe, that a person 
who studies Chitas dai y will see salvation.l

My grandparents asked Reb Yisrael for his 
opinion. "Who am I to answer such a question?" 
he replied, suggesting that this was a matter for 
a top leader in the Jewish world. He offered to 
send a letter on their behalf to every major 
rabbinic figure at the time.

He ended up sending 23 letters, explaining the 
situation and asking if they should go with 
the operation or not. He sent out so many letters 
because he was not sure who might reply. After 
the there was so much sadness and so 
many questions of loss and heartache that the 
rabbis constantly had to deal with. But he did 
receive one reply; the only one who responded 
was the Lubavitcher Rebbe.

ahead 

war, 

From that point on, until he reached old my age, 

"If that's the case, the Rebbe recommends that a 
friend do it  he was told.”

"But he lost his whole family in the war  Reb 
Yisrael said. "He has no one.”

,

A REAL FRIEND

Years went by and eventually, when my father 
was in his late sixties, he developed cancer and 
passed away. During the week of my 
younger brother Simcha told me and my other 
brothers a story. He said, "I can't hold myself 
back any longer. I have to share with you what 
happened while Daddy was in hospice. I 
couldn't tell you before because the person who 
told me this wanted to keep it a secret”

shiva 

the 

Simcha then went on to relate that during his last 
days, my father had a visitor, Reb Yisrael 
Rudzinski, who had gone through the camps 
with him during World War II. Re  Yisrael was a 
Bobover Chossid, a tailor by profession, and he 
was among my father's closest friends, the 
survivors who shared every family celebration 
with us. When he came to visit my father for what 
turned out to be their final meeting, my brother 
left the two of them to speak together in private.

b

Reb Yisrael was a special person, a very deep 
and caring person, and coming out of my father's 
room, he saw that my brother looked depressed. 
So, in trying to give my brother courage for what 
lay ahead, he told him this story.

"Do you know your father was not well when he 
was young?" Re  Yisrael asked my brother. My 
brother said he knew about it, but it happened 
before he was born.

b

During my early childhood, 
growing up in London, my father 
was largely absent. He was 
very ill and hospitalized most of 

the ime, so my mother had to go to work, while I 
was looked after by my grandparents. I 
remember repeatedly asking my mother, 
"Where is Daddy?" Her answer was always: “He 
will be home soon.” And I kept pressing, 
"When?" with her responding, "I don't know.”

t

But around the time I turned five, something 
changed. In the beginning of 1958, my father 
was released from the hospital, and we went to 
live in Gateshead. That is where life returned to 
normal, I went to school and all was well.

Reb Yisrael continued, "When your father was 
very sick, I once visited your mother and your 
grandparents. They showed me a letter which 
they had just received from the hospital 



But, there are so many more key workers, as I 

mentioned in my weekly email to members in our 

community here in Hull. In fact, too many to 

mention, but I am sure you know who I mean.

And our local Jewish community (as well as 

others, all over the country!) has its , 

ensuring that the community functions as well as 

it can, during these unparalleled times because 

of the horrible  Covid-19. 

key workers

Again, all of them working “behind the scenes” 

so to speak, ensuring that when this is all over, 

we shall return to normality (or something akin to 

normality!) please G-d.

TO ALL KEY WORKERS WHEREVER YOU 

ARE…. , FROM THE BOTTOM OF 

OUR HEARTS!

THANK YOU  

M.Westerman (on behalf of the Editorial 

Committee.)

KEY WORKERS

I am sure, just like us, you have been opening 

your front doors and clapping, each Thursday 

evening at 8pm, the  in the NHS.key workers
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Rabbi Eli Denderowicz

Chitas (Hebrew: n"nn) is a Hebrew acronym for 
Chumash (the five books of Moses), Tehillim 
(Psalms), and Tanya (a seminal work of Hasidic 
philosophy by Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Lia,di 
the Alter Rebbe). These are considered basic 
Jewish texts according to the Chabad Jewish 
community. an ultra orthodox Chasidic group. 

father was fine; he held down a job, provided for 
our family and was actively involved in the local 
Jewish community.

In that momentous conversation, Re  Yisrael 
told my brother another astonishing thing: "I 
have not stopped reciting Chitas for the past 40 
years. And I certainly intend to continue:’

b

GET WELL SOON! 

Just because some of you may have not been 
visited, or received no “Get Well Soon” cards, 
does not mean you have been forgotten. You 
certainly have NOT! 

I take this opportunity to wish all those 
members of the Community who are, 
or have recently been in hospital, or 
not feeling too well, a “Refuah 
Shlemah.” 

Please get well soon, and we hope you have 
the speediest of speedy recoveries! 

Michael Westerman

WHY OL ER PEOPLE STILL 
NEED… NEWSPAPERS  

D

                          

Here, use my iPad.”

Keep smiling!

On behalf of the Editorial Committee I wish 
our readers and  members of the Hull Jewish 
Community a healthy year ahead. 

all 
all

I can tell you this... that 
horrible wasp never knew what 
hit him...

"This is the 21st century", 
she said. "We don't waste 

money on newspapers. 

I was visiting my daughter 
last night, when I asked if I 
could borrow a newspaper.

 



Impact
CURTAINS   BLINDS

CARPETS   WALLPAPER
FREE MEASURING &

 HOME VISIT SERVICE

Tel (01482) 569990
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The following issue (1294) will be on 

** Deadline for copy is noon, on 

The Next Issue

Brenda Flasher

Friday, July 24th 2020

westermans@gmail.com

Brendaflasher21@gmail.com

Tuesday, July 14th 2020

Please note that the Deadline date for 
receiving copy is prior to the week 

of publication. 
Tuesday, 

Please make a note of this in your diary!

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Please check the Hull Hebrew Congregation 
website- 

Michael Westerman

Copy should be sent to: 

The next issue (1293) will be on 
Friday, June 26  2020th

**Deadline for copy is noon on 
Tuesday, June 16th 2020

or

Please read this!

Letters or articles published in the Watchman 
express the personal opinions of the people over 
whose name they are printed, and are not 
intended to be, the 
opinion of the publishers (the Editorial 
Committee) of the Watchman, even if they are 
written by  of that Committee, unless 
specifically stated.

nor can they profess to be, 

a member

***************************************************

Articles submitted for publication should ideally 
not exceed 600 words. However an article in 
excess of this limit may be included at the 
discretion of the editorial committee or agreed 
with the writer to be included as a series of 
inclusions in future editions.

for t imes of service etc., when the 
Watchman is not published.

www.hullhebrewcongregation.com

For ¼, ½ or a full page,  please contact 
the Hon.Treasurer,  Brenda Flasher.

61 to 90 words £10 (non-subscribers £12.50) 

 31 to 60 words £7.50 (non-subscribers £10) 

WATCHMAN CHARGES

Annual Subscription Within UK £10 

Social & Personal 

Up to 30 words £5 (non-subscribers £7.50)

Annual Block advert - £50 maximum size 
50cm2 

Full separate page insertion, including 
postage (cost of printing extra) £40.00

Function announcement

Annual Subscription by  Outside UK £15 post



Regards,

Here is to my prediction coming true, so I sign 
off saying “see you soon”.

Harold (chairman HJCC)

BIRTH

Friendly Circle

Hello to our friends.

DYSCH: Sharon and Ian are 
delighted to announce the 
birth of their cherished 
granddaughter Ariella Joy 
Goldman (Ariella Penina) 
born March 22nd 2020. A 
beaut i fu l  daugh ter  fo r 

Miriam and Joel; a welcome sister and playmate 
for Joshua. Named in loving memory of great 
grandparents, Joyce and Astor Landa and    
Pearl Goldman. A fourth grandchild for Pam and 
Ian Goldman of Leeds.

Sharon and Ian would like to take this 
opportunity to thank family and friends for the 
messages, emails, phone calls and cards 
received on the birth of Ariella Joy.

It is a long time (in fact it seems like years!) since 
the Friendly Circle has had a meeting and I 
would imagine that the recent relaxation of 
isolation is most welcome, heralding as it does 
the possibility of seeing family and friends, 
having meetings and even shul services. In the 
meantime however our wonderful care officer – 
Carol has been helping so many of us in so 
many ways and she really deserves a medal for 
what she has been doing. Believe it or not, Carol 
thinks that we have been doing more for her than 
she has for us, and on her last visit to Brenda 
and me, she asked me to convey her thanks to 
all of you in the community for the way that we 
have respected and supported her.

Personally, I am so proud of the community spirit 
in Hull and Carol just personifies this. I feel that 
she is a major part of our community now and 
the fact that we all like and respect each other 
personifies the spirit in our small community. I 
say small, but the effort we all put in to enrich our 
communi ty  be l ies  our  s ize and many 
communities envy us for that.
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COMMUNAL DIARY

28th May Erev Shavuot

30th May 2nd day Shavuot
29th May 1st day Shavuot

2020

In line with Government recommendations 
there are no events taking place under the 
auspices of the Hull Hebrew Congregation 
due to Covid–19. There will not be any 
services taking place until we have been 
informed that it is safe to hold them. We will 
of course keep congregants informed of 
any changes to the current situation.

(code 570-380-3813; code 9qxmH6) at 
7pm 

27  May The Rabbi's Conference call th

code 1598 followed by hash sign)

Zoom session 

(tel. no 03306060184; 

and 

COMMUNAL DIARY - REMINDER

In order to avoid clashes would all organisers of 
communal activit ies please consult the 
communal diary before arranging/advertising 
their event.

The Communal Diary is now held by ANNA 
GRANTHAM, who will make bookings for the 
COMMUNAL DIARY, private and charity 
bookings for the use of HHC COMMUNITY 
HALL, and HEADSTONE CONSECRATIONS 
for Ella Street and Marfleet Cemeteries. 

Anna 01482 448700 
07802539667 annabash@hotmail.co.uk

can be contacted on or 
or 

BIRTHDAYS

We wish a very Happy Birthday to:
JUNE:
Beatrice Fay Katz, 11 on June 2

nd



YAHRZEIT LIST

Reminder: Yahrzeit for those observing the Jewish calendar date (as printed in this list), the 
correct time to commence, is at sunset of the previous day.

Please contact the Secretary, Dr David Lewis, telephone 01482 650282, if you wish to visit a 
cemetery as your key may not open the lock on the gate.

NOTICE: HULL HEBREW CONGREGATION

Yahrzeit List which we publish for the Hull Hebrew Congregation.

Printed by The One Stop. Tel: 01482 420020 www.theonestop.co.uk

22 R.Stone                        W   

7 G.Reuben                         S  

5 Mrs.Y.Casslasy                 M  

12 Mrs.D.Coupland                M  

JUNE 2020

26 Mrs.A.Coupland               S  

MAY 2020

22 Mrs.A.Sugarman               S  

7 Mrs.A.Hardy                     F  

5 Mrs.H.Levy                     M   

7 D.Lewis                           F   
9 Mrs.P.Sanders                   F  
9 Mrs.G.Appleson/S. holnick     FSc   
10 G.Reuben                       F  

2 L.Brown                          F   

23 I.Dysch                        M   

28 Mrs.M.Batchelor             H  

12 S.Fredenthal                  W  

24 Mrs.P.Marks                  M   

16 Mrs.B.Landey                  B  

JUNE 2020
13 Mrs.R.Rosenberg              H  

16 Mrs.L.Gold                     F  
16 Mrs.R.Harman                 U  

19 Mrs.A.Coupland               A  
19 Mrs.J.Elissah                 F  

28 Mr.A.Rowland                W  

21 R.Klarik                        M   

26 B.Donn                         W   

21 G.Reuben                      U  

27 Mrs.R.Harman              G/M              

21 Mrs.A.Coupland               H  

28 Mrs.A.Pinsley                  M  
27 Ms.H.Boston                    F  

23 D.Lang                         M   

21 Mrs.L. Rosen                  F  

27 Mrs.B.Landey                  B  

Up to date information on the HHC is to be found on its website at 
 www.hullhebrewcongregation.com

HULL HEBREW CONGREGATION NOTICEBOARD

Page prepared by M.Westerman

PLEASE PLANT TREES, OR MAKE A DONATION TO HULL'S PROJECT
IN MEMORY OF LOVED ONES

Ring Michael


